/ 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/716,973 


DIMILIA ET AL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Harry D. Wilkins, III 


1742 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed 9 February 2007 . 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1. ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. S Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper NoVMail Date 2/9/07 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. S Interview Summary (PTO-4 13), 

Paper NoVMail Date 20070312 . 

7. S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. S Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 



9. □ Other 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1742 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070312 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,973 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1742 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Heath Briggs on 12 March 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claim 25. 

Amend claim 33 as follows: 

--33. A The stable anode of C l a i m 19, whoroin tho stable anodo compris e s for 
use in an electrolytic aluminum production cell, the stable anode comprising a 
monolithic body entirely composed of Fea O * and FeO and up to 1 0 wt % of an additive, 
wherein the additive is an oxide of one of Al, Si, and Mg.~ 

In claim 35, line 1 , change "19" to -33--. 

Cancel claim 41. 

--43. A The stable anode of C l aim 40, whoro i n tho stablo anodo compr i ses for 
use in an electrolytic aluminum production cell, the stable anode comprising a 
monolithic body entirely composed of Fe^ O a and FeO and up to 1 0 wt % of an additive, 
wherein the additive is an oxide of one of Al, Si, and Mg.~ 

In claim 44, line 1 , change "40" to -43™. 
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** Fees 

An additional fee under 37 CFR 1 .16(h) is required to place this application in 
condition for allowance, due to the conversion of two previously dependent claims into 
independent format. During a telephone conversation conducted on 12 March 2007, 
Heath Briggs authorized the Director to charge Deposit Account No. 01-1000 the 
required fee of $200 for this additional claim fee. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims 
continue to be allowable for the reasons as stated in the final rejection mailed 4 
December 2006. The newly cited references to Duruz et al are cited for the reason of 
completing the record, however, both of these references teach coated anodes, which is 
in direct opposition to the claimed invention herein, which requires monolithic anode 
bodies. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harry D. Wilkins, III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1251 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy V. King can be reached on 571-272-1244. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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